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"Women  are  going  to  have  to  deal 
with  a  great  amount  of  movement, 
change,  and  ambiguity  in  the  next  few 
years,"  Sheila  Tobias,  associate  provost 
of  Wesleyan  University,  told  1 24 
graduating  seniors  at  Sweet  Briar's  68th 
commencement  exercises  on  May  1 5 . 

Tobias  is  an  active  feminist,  who 
developed  women's  studies  and  designed 
affirmative  action  programs  for  women 
and  minorities  at  Wesleyan.  She  also 
initiated  and  directs  a  much-talked- 
about  program  for  combating  what  she 
has  named  "math  anxiety,"  especially 
among  women,  who  are  often  deterred 
from  entering  certain  traditionally  male 
occupational  fields  because  they  lack  the 
needed  skills  in  mathematics. 

In  her  address,  Tobias  took  off  from  a 
comparison  of  European  and  American 
higher  education  to  talk  about  some  of 
the  changes  women  in  America  are 
already  experiencing. 

"We  still  dream  of  being  carried  off 
by  some  Prince  Charming  on  a  White 
Horse,"  she  said.  "But  in  addition  to 
being  rich  and  handsome,  our  Prince 
Charming  has  to  be  willing  to  move 
when  we  get  a  good  job  offer. 

'  'Just  as  there  is  no  growth  without 
change,  in  my  experience,"  Tobias 
continued,  ' '  there  is  no  movement  with- 
out rough  moments.  And  learning  how 
to  deal  with  those,  just  as  learning  how 
to  deal  with  uncertainty,  is  what 
education  is  all  about. 

' ' If  your  education  was  what  it  ought 
to  have  been,  you  should  have  learned 
by  now  to  learn  for  yourself;  to  challenge 
authority  from  whatever  source;  and  to 
enjoy  uncertainty,  ambiguity,  and 
change,"  Tobias  concluded. 

Following  the  commencement  address. 
President  Harold  B.  Whiteman,  Jr., 
addressed  the  graduates  and  presented 
them  with  their  diplomas.  Dean  Bar- 
bara Blair  announced  honors  and  awards, 
and  Nancy  Church  of  Springfield,  Va., 
Student  Government  Association  presi- 
dent, and  Molly  Reeb.  of  Ft.  Lauderdale. 
Fla.,  senior  class  president,  spoke  for  the 
class  of  1977. 

Three  special  honors  were  awarded 
at  the  ceremony.  Deborah  Koss  McCarthy 
of  Lynchburg,  who  graduated  summa 
cum  laude  and  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  was 


Ramona  Kaye  Akins,  magna  cum  hude  graduate  from  Madison  Heights,  Va.  and  Cecelia  Ann  Smith 
from  Lynchburg,  Va.  with  graduation  speaker  Sheila  Tobias  and  President  Harold  B  Whiterrian,  Jr 
at  Sweet  Briar 's  bHth  Commencement  Exercises 


named  Emilie  Watts  McVea  Scholar  for 
the  fourth  year  as  highest  ranking 
member  of  her  class.  She  is  the  first 
Sweet  Briar  graduate  in  recent  years  to 
achieve  a  four-year  record  of  straight  A's. 

Another  top  award  went  to  Elizabeth 
Little  of  Greensboro,  N.  C,  who  grad- 
uated summa  cum  laude  and  received 
the  Connie  M.  Guion  Award,  given  "for 
excellence  as  a  human  being  and  as  a 
member  of  the  college. 

Jane  D.  Mooney  of  Devon,  Pa.,  was 
selected  as  recipient  of  the  Penelope 
L.  Czarra  Award,  honoring  '  'the  senior 
who  best  combines  scholastic  achieve- 
ment, student  leadership,  and  effective 
contributions  to  the  improvement  of 
the  quality  of  student  life  at  Sweet 
Briar." 

Two  seniors  received  honors  degrees. 
They  are  Carla  Kinney,  from  Hacketts- 
town,  N.  J.,  with  honors  in  sociology, 
and  Harriet  Dinegar,  from  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  with  highest  honors  in 
anthropology. 

Adding  to  the  sparkle  of  a  beautiful 
day  for  graduation  was  the  sound  of 
bells  pealing  out  for  the  first  time  from 
Sweet  Briar's  bell  tower.  President 
Whiteman  announced  that  five  bells, 
which  make  up  a  peal,  have  been 
installed,  thanks  to  gifts  from  George 
Harrison  of  Baltimore,  the  major  donor 
and  father  of  Holly  Harrison  of  the 
class  of  1979;  the  classes  of  1916  and 
1974;  and  individual  donors. 


Retirements 


Three  long-time  Sweet  Briar  faculty 
members  are  retiring  at  the  end  of  the 
current  academic  year:  Elizabeth  F. 
Sprague,  Doris  McConnell  Duberg 
professor  of  ecology,  Lucile  Umbreit, 
professor  of  music,  and  Lentz  C.  DeVol, 
associate  professor  of  physics. 

Miss  Sprague  has  been  a  leader  in 
promoting  ecological  studies  at  Sweet 
Briar,  and  long  before  such  efforts  were 
widespread  initiated  a  course  called 
"Conservation:  Agenda  for  Tomorrow." 
Sweet  Briar  has  the  potential  for  a 
great  ecological  conservation  program, 
she  believes,  with  such  an  extensive 
physical  area  for  field  work.  "You 
learn  more  by  doing  field  work  than 
reading  a  book,"  she  says. 

Miss  Sprague's  life-long  interest  in 
botany,  natural  history,  and  all  forms 
of  plant  and  animal  life  have  taken  her 
on  many  trips  throughout  the  United 
States  and  parts  of  Canada,  Mexico, 
Europe.  Africa,  and  Central  America. 
A  skilled  photographer,  with  an  eye  for 
beauty  of  form,  color,  and  composition, 
she  has  used  her  camera  to  record 
evidences  of  forces  destructive  to  the 
natural  environment. 

Miss  Sprague  came  to  Sweet  Briar  in 
1949  and  served  as  chairman  of  the 
biology  department  from  1958  to  1964, 
and  from  1971  until  the  present. 
A  native  Californian,  she  received  her 
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Retirements,  coni 

B.A.  and  M.A.  degrees  from  the 
University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles 
in  1933  and  1935,  respectively,  and 
her  Ph.D.  from  Claremont  Graduate 
School  in  I960. 

Miss  Sprague  plans  to  spend  next 
year  at  Sweet  Briar,  with  a  trip  through  . 
New  England  planned  for  the  fall,  and 
then  the  following  year  will  return  to 
her  home  in  California. 

When  Lucile  Umbreit  retires,  she  will 
carry  with  her  the  distinction  of  having 
taught  at  Sweet  Briar  longer  than  any 
other  instructor — a  record  forty  years. 

A  former  chairman  of  the  Music 
Department,  she  considers  that  she  made 
her  greatest  contribution  to  the  College 
as  chairman  of  the  Concerts  Committee, 
a  position  she  held  for  18  years.  During 
that  time  she  brought  many  fine 
musicians  to  Sweet  Briar  for  concerts 
and  in  1973  brought  the  Francesco 
Trio  from  Stanford  University  to  the 
campus  for  two  weeks  in  residence. 

Bom  in  Kobe,  Japan,  Miss  Umbreit 
received  her  A.B.  from  Radcliffe 
College  in  1933  and  an  A.M.  from 
Vassar  in  1936.  The  following  year, 
1936-37,  as  holder  of  the  Wellesley 
College  Barrett  Fellowship  in  Music,  she 
worked  toward  a  doctorate  in  musiology 
at  Harvard.  She  later  spent  a  year  at 
Columbia  in  the  Ph.D.  Seminar  in 
Music. 

In  the  summer  of  1939  Miss  Umbreit 
studied  in  London  with  Tobias  Matthey, 
learning  his  teaching  method,  and  later 
became  a  director  of  the  American 
Matthay  Association. 

She  also  studied  viola  and  piano  for  a 
number  of  summers  and  spent  six 
summers  either  as  an  auditor  or  a 
sponsor  at  the  Marlboro  Music  Festival 
in  Vermont,  which  specializes  in  cham- 
ber music.  "  As  a  sponsor, ' '  she  said, ' '  I 
could  sit  in  on  rehearsals  for  nine  hours 
a  day.  I  learned  a  great  deal  about  20th 
century  music  in  this  fashion. ' ' 

Miss  Umbreit  has  been  listed  in 
"Who's  Who  of  American  Women" 
since  it  first  came  out  and  has  the 
distinction  also  of  being  included  in  the 
"International  Who's  Who  in  Music." 

After  retirement.  Miss  Umbreit  plans 
to  remain  at  her  home  near  the  campus. 
She  would  like  to  audit  some  courses  in 
art  and  French  in  addition  to  working 
on  a  history  of  string  quartets  beginning 
with  Hayden. 

Lentz  DeVol  joined  the  physics  faculty 
at  Sweet  Briar  in  1961 .  A  native 
of  Ohio,  he  received  a  B.A.  degree  from 
Marietta  College  in  1935  and  an  M.A. 
from  the  University  of  Cincinnati  in 
1939. 

Mr.  DeVol  served  in  the  U.  S.  Air 
Force  from  1942-46  as  a  weather 
observer,  instructor  and  forecaster.  He 
helped  to  establish  a  sferics  network  on 


Former  Doubleday  Editor  Ken  McCormick,  Peg  Tomlin  Graves   '41,  and  Robert  C    Watts    Ir 
theNida  Tomlin  Watts  Memorial  Creative  Writing  Workshop. 

the  Philippine  Islands  and  later  was  an 
organizer  of  and  instructor  in  a  weather 
school  for  the  Philippine  Army.  This 
duty  led  to  a  life-long  interest  in 
meteorology. 

Prior  to  coming  to  Sweet  Briar,  he 
was  head  of  the  department  of  mathe- 
mathics  and  physics  at  Iowa  Wesleyan 
College. 

In  1957  he  received  a  National 
Science  Foundation  grant  for  the  summer 
physics  institute  at  the  University  of 
Washington  and  in  1 960  received  a 
similar  grant  for  Reed  College  in  Oregon. 
He  has  participated  in  National  Science 
Foundation  summer  institutes  at  Iowa 
State  University  (1962),  at  Oak  Ridge 
Institute  of  Nuclear  Studies  (1963),  at 
Dartmouth  College  in  1966,  and  at 
Pennsylvania  State  University  in  1971. 

On  retirement  he  plans  to  pursue  his 
interest  in  meteorology  and  also  become 
"the  best  organic  gardener  in  Amherst 
County." 
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A  Festival  of  the  Arts 

In  April  a  week  long  Festival  of  the 
Arts  at  Sweet  Briar  was  a  show- 
case of  the  work  of  former  fellows  of  the 
VCCA.  The  festival  began  with  an 
opening  reception  for  an  exhibit  of  ait 
by  recent  VCCA  fellows  in  Benedict 
Lobby. 

Five  of  the  artists  who  were  VCCA 
fellows  in  the  visual  arts  last  summer 
were  among  the  ten  whose  work  was 
shown.  They  were  painters  Thomas 
Bintz  Muriel  Lagyna,  Silvelin  von 
Scanzoni,  and  Jean  Zaleski,  and  nature 
photographer  John  Earl.  The  exhibit 
was  composed  of  a  variety  of  works,  all 
very  different,  ranging  from  collage, 
to  abstracts,  to  landscapes. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  the  VCCA, 
as  well  as  local  patrons  of  the  arts,  joined 
the  artists  for  a  formal  dinner  the  first 
evening,  followed  by  the  world  premier 
of  "Fleur  de  Lys, ' '  composed  by 
VCCA  fellow  Kathleen  St.  John. 


St.  John,  who  composed  the  work  a 
Sweet  Briar  last  summer,  based  her 
piece  on  a  poem  written  by  another 
VCCA  fellow,  Harriet  Zinnes,  after  a 
visit  to  the  grave  of  Daisy  Williams,  in| 
whose  memory  Sweet  Briar  was  founde 
The  work  was  commissioned  for  the 
Sweet  Briar  Concert  Choir,  which 
performed  it  under  the  direction  of 
Allen  W.  Huszd,  assistant  professor  q 
Music.  Both  St.  John  and  Zinnes  weri 
present  for  the  performance. 

The  interchange  between  the  artists 
and  the  academic  community  which  W 
to  the  composing  of  "Fleur  de  Lys' '  ia 
what  the  VCCA  is  all  about,  accordini 
to  its  director  William  Smart,  assista: 
professor  of  English  at  the  college. 

Readings  of  original  poetry  and  pro: 
were  held  throughout  the  week. 
Authors  present  to  read  from  their  worj 
included  Harriet  Zinnes,  David  Huddj 
Ann  Beattie,  and  Pulitzer-prize  winnej 
(The  Confessions  of  Nat  Turner) 
William  Styron. 

As  part  of  the  Festival,  the  first  Nidi 
Tomlin  Watts  Creative  Writing  Work 
shop  featured  Ken  McCormick,  senior 
consulting  editor  and  retired  editor-in 
chief  of  Doubleday  &  Co.,  who  discuss 
the  publishing  history  of  Trinity  and 
Roots. 

The  Nida  Tomlin  Watts  Creative 
Writing  Workshop  was  established  in 
her  memory  by  her  family  and  friends 
and  members  of  the  Class  of  1940.  Mi 
Watts  gave  of  her  time,  energies,  and 
concern  as  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Board  of  the  Alumnae  Association,  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Overseers, 
and  as  National  Bulb  Chairman.  Ken  | 
McCormick  knew  her  as  a  writer  of     ,j 
great  promise.  j: 

"The  Festival  of  the  Arts  is  an        i 
example  of  the  kind  of  cultural  enrich- 
ment the  VCCA  will  bring  to  the 
College  and  surrounding  commun'ty 
once  it  is  established  on  a  year-round 
basis  at  Mt.  San  Angelo,"  says  Smart 
"Exhibits,  music  performances,  and  re£ 
ings  will  take  place  throughout  the  year  i 


C  cl  I  I  i 


Several  Sweet  Briar  faculty  members 
have  received  grants  from  the  Faculty 
Grants  Committee  for  summer  research- 

— Assistant  Professor  of  French  and 
Italian  Nancy  Cromey  will  travel  to 
Italy  this  summer  to  examine  manu- 
scripts and  archives  and  meet  with  other 
scholars  in  the  field  of  14th  Century 
Franco-Italian  epic  literature; 

— Assistant  Professor  of  Music  Jane 
Ferry-Camp  will  spend  time  this 
summer  studying  with  pianist  Edward 
Kilenyi  and  will  participate  in  a  seminar 
in  piano  teaching  at  George  Peabody 
College; 

— Associate  Professor  of  French 
Robert  Artinian  will  travel  to  London 
and  Paris  to  examine  manuscripts  related 
to  the  preparation  of  his  book  on  French 
literary  decadence; 

— Associate  Professor  of  Anthropology 
and  Sociology  George  Conklin  will  be 
doing  work  on  an  analysis  of  the  effects 
of  urbanization  on  household  composi- 
tion in  India; 

— Associate  Professor  of  Psychology 
David  Johnson  will  be  preparing  for 
publication  a  comparative  study  of  the 
behavioral  pattern  known  as  "foot- 
padding"  in  gulls; 

— Professor  of  Government  Milan 
Hapala  will  spend  time  at  the  Russian 
and  East  European  Center  at  the 
University  of  Illinois  preparing  an  article 
on  Czechoslovak  Environmental 
Legislation; 

— Professor  of  Physical  Education 
Kay  Macdonald  will  participate  in  the 
Advanced  Golf  Seminar  sponsored  by 
the  National  Golf  Foundation; 

— Professor  of  Studio  Art  Loren 
Oliver  will  travel  to  galleries,  museums, 
universities,  and  professional  art  schools 
to  evaluate  the  quality  of  work  by 
students  at  these  institutions  in  relation 


to  the  standard  of  student  work  at 
Sweet  Briar; 

—Assistant  Professor  of  History 
Gerald  Berg  will  travel  to  London  and 
Toulouse  to  continue  research  on 
religious  tradition  in  Madagascar; 

— Assistant  Professor  of  English 
John  Savarese  will  continue  his  critical 
study  of  Henry  James'  evolving  attitude 
toward  the  theory  and  practice  of  short 
fiction  at  Princeton  University; 

— Assistant  Professor  of  English  Karl 
Tamburr  will  be  preparing  an  article  on 
the  influence  of  early  church  ritual  on 
the  apocryphal  Gospel  of  Nicodemus. 

Joan  Marter,  assistant  professor  of 

art  history,  is  the  author  of  "Alexander 
Calder:  Ambitious  Young  Sculptor  of 
the  1930s,"  the  lead  article  in  a  recent 
issue  of  the  Archives  of  American  Art 
Journal,  a  publication  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

In  February,  Marter  participated  in  a 
panel  discussion  on  the  teaching  of 
courses  on  Women  in  Art  at  the  65th 
annual  meeting  of  the  College  Art 
Association  of  America  in  Los  Angeles. 

The  Board  of  Directors  and  Overseers 
has  approved  the  following  faculty 
promotions:  to  Professor  of  Classics, 
Reynold  Burrows;  to  Associate 
Professor  of  Government,  Kenneth 
Grimm;  to  Associate  Professor  of 
Physical  Education  and  Theatre  Arts, 
Eija  Celli;  to  Associate  Professor  of 
Art  History,  Aileen  Laing;  and  to 
Associate  Professor  of  Education,  Byrd 
Stone. 

The  Board  has  also  approved  the 
granting  of  tenure  for  the  following 
faculty  members:  Associate  Professor  of 
Art  History  Aileen  Laing,  Associate 
Professor  of  Biology  Margaret  Simpson, 
and  Assistant  Professor  of  English  Ross 
Dabney. 


-•.t  Mooney  '77  and  Holly  McGlothlin  '  78  prepare  for  Lantern  Bearing,  one  of  the  last  Traditions 
I  the  school  year.  Seniors  select  underclassmen  to  make  their  lanterns  and  carry  them  in  the  proces- 
\'on  around  the  Quad. 


The  faculty  of  the  Modem  Languages 
Department,  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Associate  Professor  Robert  Artinian, 
has  been  particularly  active  this  year.  In 
addition  to  professional  meetings  and 
work  on  scholarly  books  and  articles, 
it  sponsored  a  Modem  Languages 
Week  at  the  College,  featuring 
distinguished  speakers  and  films,  and  an 
address  by  SBC  alumna  Betty  Thomas 
Rahv  '53  on  the  evolution  of  the 
modem  French  novel. 

New  Student  Govemment  Association 
officers  for  1977-78  include  Lisa  Wray 
'78,  from  Wilson,  N.  C,  President  of 
the  SGA;  Katherine  C.  Powell  '78, 
from  Halifax,  Va.,  Chairwoman  of  the 
Judicial  Board;  Holly  McGlothlin  '78, 
from  Washington,  D.  C,  Chairwoman 
of  the  House  Presidents'  Council; 
Cannie  Crysler  '78,  Haverford,  Pa., 
Vice  President  of  SGA  and  Chairwoman 
of  Interclub;  Catherine  Taylor  '78, 
Richmond,  Va.,  Chairwoman  of  the 
Curriculum  Committee;  and  Diane 
Ball  '78,  Rye,  N.  Y.,  Chairwoman  of 
the  Social  Committee.  New  class  presi- 
dent will  be  Mary  Page  '78,  Toledo, 
Ohio;  Hannah  Craighill  '79,  Charlotte, 
N.  C;  and  Susan  Mengden  '80, 
Comfort,  Texas. 

Susan  C.  Andrews  '79  was  one  of 

25  students  chosen  from  colleges  and 
universities  in  the  East  to  participate  in 
the  "Explore  the  Business  World' ' 
program  sponsored  by  Mobil  Corpora- 
tion. Miss  Andrews  spent  several  days 
in  New  York  City  at  Mobil  Headquarters, 
where  the  program  consisted  of  panel 
discussions  and  one-to-one  orientation 
sessions  focusing  on  opportunities  for 
women  in  business.  Miss  Andrews, 
from  Norfolk,  Va.,  is  the  McVea  Scholar 
as  the  top-ranking  student  in  her  class, 
and  was  recently  named  a  Sweet  Briar 
Scholar  for  1977-78. 

As  a  result  of  a  summer  research 
project  with  Argonne  National  Labora- 
tory, senior  chemistry  major  Suzan 
Faist  is  listed  as  a  co-patentee  on  a 
patent  application  currently  pending. 
Miss  Faist  completed  her  project  under 
the  direction  of  staff  members  of  the 
Energy  Research  and  Development 
Administration.  Her  project  deals  with  a 
"Lithium  Wick-and-P(X)l"  Electrode 
system  to  be  used  in  molten  salt  batteries, 
and  shows  promising  applications  to 
automobile  and  utility  power  systems. 
Miss  Faist,  from  Norwood,  N.  J.,  will 
attend  M.l.T.  next  year  and  hopes  for  a 
career  in  engineering  management. 

President  Whiteman  has  announced 
that  the  Office  of  Financial  Aid  and 
Career  Coim.scling  will  be  split  into 
two  separate  departments.  Carter 
Hunter  will  continue  as  Director  of 
Career  Planning,  which  will  fall  under 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


Usa  Wray  '78 


Susan  Andrews  '80 


Suzan  Faist  77 


"Women's  Search 

for  Equity" 


"They  tell  us  that  a  majority  of 
American  people  today  would  vote  for 
a  woman  for  President,  if  there  were  a 
woman  who  had  the  qualifications,  and  if 
people  were  convinced  that  she  could 
provide  leadership.  But  so  far,  we  haven't 
seen  women  moving  up  into  the 
positions  that  would  develop  such 
qualifications. 

So  spoke  Yvonne  Brathwaite  Burke, 
U.  S.  Congresswoman  from  California, 
at  a  recent  Sweet  Briar  program  on 
"The  Impact  of  Public  Policy  on 
Women's  Search  for  Equity  in  Work  and 
Education. 

Congresswoman  Burke  said  that  she 
believes  there  is  a  need  for  the  proper 
balance  between  men  and  women  in 
policy-making  positions,  because  there 
is  in  fact  a  difference  in  the  values  and 
reactions  of  men  and  women. 

"There  is  a  point-of-view  that  can  be 
brought  into  policy-making  decisions  in 
the  legislative  arena  that  only  women 
can  bring, ' '  she  said. 

Mrs.  Burke  encouraged  interested 
women  to  try  for  public  office  now,  at  a 
time  when  the  climate  is  auspicious  for 
women  candidates.  She  feels  it  is 
important  to  work  on  campaigns  and 
learn  how  they  are  run  on  the  local 
level,  and  to  build  a  constituency 
through  positions  on  city  councils  and 
school  boards. 

The  Congresswoman  also  discussed 
the  status  of  current  legislation  affecting 
women's  right  to  equal  opportunity  in 
work  and  education.  The  recent  Supreme 
Court  ruling  denying  pregnancy  benefits 
is  one  area  where  she  feels  new  legislation 
is  necessary.  She  applauded  the  Equal 
Credit  Opportunity  Act,  and  has  intro- 
duced the  Equal  Opportunity  for 
Displaced  Homemakers  Bill.  This 
legislation,  if  passed,  will  provide 
federally  subsidized  training  for  individ- 
uals who  had  previously  worked  within 
the  home  without  compensation,  but 
who  have  been  left,  either  through 
death  of  a  spouse  or  divorce,  without 
adequate  support. 

Following  Rep.  Burke's  remarks, 
three  members  of  the  faculty  addressed 
the  question  of  women's  search  for 
equity.  They  were  Instructor  of  Anthro- 
pology and  Sociology  Ann  Ottesen, 
Associate  Professor  of  French  Robert 
Artinian,  and  Assistant  Professor  of 
English  John  Savarese. 

Congresswoman  Burke  is  the  first 
woman  to  be  elected  to  Congress  from 
California  in  20  years,  and  the  first 
Black  woman  ever  elected  to  the  House 
from  California.  She  served  as  Co- 
Chairperson  of  the  1972  Democratic 
National  Convention,  and  currently 
serves  as  Chairman  of  the  Congressional 
Black  Caucus  and  Treasurer  of  the 
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Congresswoman  Yvonne  Brathwaite  Burke 

Congressional  Women's  Caucus. 

Representative  Burke  is  married  and 
the  mother  of  one  child.  She  was  the  first 
Congresswoman  ever  to  give  birth  while 
holding  office  and  the  first  to  be  granted 
maternity  leave  by  House  Speaker  Carl 
Albert. 

The  Sweet  Briar  program  was 
sponsored  jointly  by  the  Sweet  Briar 
Honors  Committee,  chaired  by  Assistant 
Professor  of  Art  History  Joan  Marter, 
and  by  a  grant  from  the  Virginia 
Foundation  for  the  Humanities  and 
Public  Policy.  The  local  chapters  of  the 
American  Association  of  University 
Women  (AAUW)  and  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW) 
cooperated  in  planning  the  program. 

Dean  of  Student 
Affairs  Named 

President  Harold  B.  Whiteman,  Jr., 
has  announced  the  appointment  of 
Robert  H.  Barlow  as  Dean  of  Student 
Affairs,  effective  July  1,  1977.  Barlow 
comes  to  Sweet  Briar  from  the  University 
of  Hartford,  where  he  is  director  of 


residential  life  and  assistant  dean  of 
students. 

Barlow  received  a  B.A.  degree  in  art 
from  Wesleyan  University  in  1968 
and  a  M.S.  in  Education,  specializing 
in  counseling  and  guidance,  from  the 
University  of  Hartford  in  1970.  He  is 
a  candidate  for  the  Ph.D.  in  higher 
education  administration  at  the 
University  of  Connecticut. 

Barlow  came  to  the  University  of 
Hartford  in  1968  as  assistant  director 
of  admissions.  He  then  served  as  assistant 
to  the  dean  of  the  Hartford  Art  School 
before  assuming  his  present  position  in 
1970. 

His  responsibilities  have  covered 
many  aspects  of  student  affairs,  including 
supervision  of  orientation,  counseling, 
student  government,  international 
students,  and  the  university  judicial 
system.  He  also  has  been  in  charge  of 
residence  hall  staffing  and  programming, 
the  residence  judicial  system,  and  housing 
operations. 

At  the  University  of  Hartford  Art 
School,  he  was  in  charge  of  admissions, 
financial  aid,  scheduling,  registration, 
recruitment,  and  administration  of  an 
evening  college  program. 

"There  is  a  tendency  to  look  on  the 
student  affairs  office  as  a  kind  of  fire 
department,  reacting  to  crisis,"  Barlow 
said  in  a  recent  interview.  He  said  that 
he  envisions  '  'a  professional  department 
with  its  own  programs  that  will  dovetail 
with  other  college  programs." 

"I  am  very  big  on  student  develop- 
ment programs,"  he  said.  "A  student 
affairs  office  can  set  up  all  sorts  of 
programs  to  teach  counseling,  leader- 
ship, time-management,  and  other 
developmental  skills  that  students  can 
apply  in  academic  and  social  situations." 

Barlow  is  married  and  the  father  of 
two  young  children. 


New  Dean  of  Student  Affairs  Robert  Barlow  and  President  Harold  B.  Whiteman,  ]r. 


Hunter Datis  '7^' 


Student  Records  Album 

Hunter  Davis  and  Robin  Cramer  were 
friends,  both  sociology  majors  at  Sweet 
Briar  College  last  year,  both  crazy  about 
ihorses,  both  involved  in  the  college 
;riding  program. 

But  Robin  was  killed  last  summer  in 
a  tragic  riding  accident  near  her  home 
in  Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  Hunter  grieved 
and  wondered  how  to  express  her  grief. 
:So  she  wrote  a  song  "For  Cramer,"  and 
Isang  it  to  her  own  guitar  accompaniment. 

Now  she  has  cut  an  album,  with  a 
backup  band,  called  "The  Horse  Show 
lat  Midnight" — a  title  taken  from  a 
poem  by  Henry  Taylor.  Sweet  Briar 
College  financed  the  record  and  the 
ifirst  $  1 ,000  in  profits  will  go  to  the 
Robin  S.  Cramer  Memorial  Fund, 
iestablished  by  Robin's  parents  to  benefit 
the  Sociology  Department  and  the 
Riding/'rogram  at  Sweet  Briar. 

On  April  1 8,  Hunter  and  her  band 
played  in  the  Sweet  Briar  Quad,  Hunter 
belting  out  the  songs  in  her  husky, 
jitrong  young  voice.  She  has  her  own 
lityle  and  the  audience  loved  it.  Robin's 
JDarents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Ford  Cramer, 
ivere  there  and  Hunter  presented  them 
with  an  album.  In  the  midst  of  their 
sorrow,  this  must  have  been  a  poignant 
Tioment. 

Cramer  Fund 
Presents  Programs 

Outstanding  lecturers  in  anthropology 
and  sociology  and  nationally  recognized 
riding  instructors  came  to  Sweet  Briar 
Ithis  spring  to  inaugurate  the  first  series 
1 3f  programs  made  possible  by  the  Robin 
).  Cramer  Memorial  Endowment  Fund. 

Robin  S.  Cramer  Scholars  Day,  April 
21,  brought  to  Sweet  Briar  two  noted 
ecturers,  the  Rev.  Andrew  M.  Greeley, 
Catholic  priest  and  sociologist,  and 
Donald  C.  Johanson,  the  anthropologist 
ivho  made  headlines  two  years  ago  with 
Jie  discovery  of  "Lucy,"  the  three- 


million-year-old  fossil  remains  of  early 
near-man. 

Father  Greeley,  a  noted  scholar, 
nationally  syndicated  columnist,  and 
wit,  with  something  of  the  Irish 
leprechaun  about  him,  spoke  in  the 
afternoon  on  "The  New  Humanism  in 
American  Culture."  The  new  humanism 
he  perceives  is  a  search  for  community, 
for  religion,  for  closeness,  masked 
behind  our  changing,  and  sometimes 
bizarre,  lifestyles. 

Father  Greeley  is  the  author  of  more 
than  sixty  books,  the  most  recent  being 
"The  American  Catholic:  A  Social 
Portrait,"  in  which  he  has  drawn  on 
massive  survey  data  collected  by  the 
National  Opinion  Research  Center 
(NORC)  at  the  University  of  Chicago, 
where  he  is  director  of  the  Center  for 
the  Study  of  Pluralism. 

Johanson  is  curator  of  the  Cleveland 
Museum  of  Natural  History  and  a 
member  of  the  department  of 
anthropology  at  Case  Western  Reserve 
University.  He  is  joint  leader,  along 
with  Maurice  Taieb  of  the  Centre 
National  de  la  Recherche  Scientifique  in 
Paris,  of  the  International  Afar  Research 
Expedition,  a  15-man  team  of  scientists 
which  has  made  unparalleled  finds  in  the 
Afar  Region  of  Ethiopia. 

In  his  slide-lecture,  he  described  his 
1974  discovery  of  Lucy,  the  oldest  and 
most  complete  near-human  skelton  yet 
found,  and  the  subsequent  discovery  a 
year  later  of  1 50  fossilized  bones  of  two 
infants  and  three  to  five  adult  ancestors 
of  man.  His  discoveries,  he  said, 
supplement  finds  made  by  Louis  and 
Mary  Leaky  in  Tanzania  and  by  Richard 
Leaky  in  Kenya. 

On  campus  for  spring  riding  climes 
were  George  Morris,  a  former  U.  S. 
Equestrian  Team  member  and  one  of 
the  foremost  instructors/riders  on  the 
horse  show  scene  today;  Pam  Baker,  a 
successful  teacher  of  Junior  and  Amateur 
riders  and  a  No.  1  ranked  rider  with 
the  National  Riding  Committee;  and 


Judy  Richter,  one  of  the  best-known 
instructors  in  the  Northeast.  All 
conducted  classes  for  Sweet  Briar  riders 
over  several  days. 

The  Board  of  Overseers  recently 
approved  the  naming  of  the  indoor 
ring  at  the  Harriet  Rogers  Riding  Center 
the  Robin  S.  Cramer  HaU. 

Sweet  Briar  Scholars  Chosen 

Twenty-nine  students  have  been 
named  Sweet  Briar  Scholars  for  1977-78. 
Students  from  all  classes  were  eligible 
to  apply  for  the  awards,  which  in  the 
past  were  available  only  to  freshmen 
and  juniors. 

The  Sweet  Briar  Scholars  program 
was  established  to  recognize  students 
who  have  achieved  high  academic 
performance,  made  major  contributions 
to  school  and  community  life,  and 
demonstrated  personal  excellence. 

Each  Scholar  receives  a  $  1 ,000  award 
and  a  $  1 50  credit  at  the  Book  Shop 
towards  textbooks  and  academic  supplies. 
The  awards  are  based  solely  on  merit, 
without  consideration  of  financial  need. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  Scholars 
work  with  the  Honors  Committee  to 
sponsor  discussions,  debates,  and  films, 
and  this  year  sponsored  the  Sweet  Briar 
Scholars  Lecture  by  Congresswoman 
Yvonne  Brathwaite  Burke. 

Upp)erclass  students  selected  for  the 
program  for  next  year  are  Lee  Carollo 
'78,  Sebastopol,  Calif.;  LenoreCox  '78, 
Lynchburg,  Va.;  Deborah  Snead  '78, 
Amherst,  Va.;  Katherine  Powell  '78 
and  Rebecca  Beverley  '79,  Halifax,  Va.; 
Susan  Andrews  '79,  Norfolk,  Va.;  AUce 
Hagan  '79,  Roanoke,  Va.;  Mary  Harris 
'79,  Richmond,  Va.;  Jeanette  Mehl  '78, 
Mexico  City,  Mexico;  Janet  Baldwin 
'79,  Dallas,  Texas;  Laura  Crum  '79, 
Montgomery,  Ala.;  Catherine  Tucker 
'80,  Elkhart,  Kansas;  Florence  Powell 
'80,  Johnson  City,  Tenn.;  Susan 
Mengden  '80,  Comfort,  Texas;  Candice 
Thompson  '80,  Tampa,  Fla.;  Sharmini 
Luther  '80,  Sri  Lanka,  Ceylon;  Elizabeth 
Ward  '80,  New  Orleans,  La.;  and 
Katherine  MacKay  '80,  Tallahassee, 
Fla. 

Ten  Scholars  from  the  entering  fresh- 
man class  have  been  elected  from  more 
than  30  nominations,  and  one  award 
will  be  given  to  an  entering  advance- 
standing  student.  The  members  of  the 
Class  of  1981  who  have  been  named 
Sweet  Briar  Scholars  are  Sophia  Godwin 
Crysler,  Haverford,  Pa.;  Pamela  Quinne 
Pokes  and  Nancy  Wright  Hanger, 
Atlanta,  Ga.;  Nancy  Campbell  Hagan, 
Roanoke,  Va.;  Jane  Garder  Losse,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah;  Sarah  Ann  Shoaf, 
West  Chester,  Pa.;  Margaret  Lynn 
Walz,  Fanwood,  N.  J.;  Patricia  Anne 
Moynahan,  New  York,  N.  Y.;  Kathryn 
Sherby  Levi,  Sumter,  S.  C;  and  Julia 
Bryan  Brook,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


Robin   Cramer  Scholars  Day 
Lecturer  Andrew  Greeley. 


George  Morris  conducting  riding 
clinic  at  SBC 
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Ernest  P  Edwards 


Elizabeth  C.  Wentworth 
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the  Division  of  Student  Affairs.  A  h^- 
time  position  will  be  created  for  a  Direc- 
tor of  Financial  Aid,  who  will  be 
responsible  to  the  Office  of  the  Dean. 

Sophia  Godwin  Crysler  of  Haver- 
ford,  Pa.,  has  been  awarded  a  National 
Merit  Scholarship  sponsored  by  Sweet 
Briar  College  in  conjunction  with  the 
National  Merit  Scholarship  Corporation. 
Miss  Crysler  will  be  a  freshman  at 
Sweet  Briar  next  fall  and  is  the  sister  of 
Cannie  Crysler  '78.  She  will  graduate 
from  the  Shipley  School  in  Bryn  Mawr 
this  year,  where  she  is  editor  of  the 
school  paper,  serves  on  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  student  government,  is  a 
member  of  the  chorus,  and  participates 
on  several  athletic  teams. 


Professor  of  Biology  Ernest  P. 
Edwards  has  been  named  the  Dorys 
McConnell  Dubert  Professor  of  Ecology 
as  of  July  1,1977. 

The  Duberg  Professorship,  endowed 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Duberg  (Dorys 
McConnell '  1 6)  in  1 97 1 ,  testifies  to 
Mrs.  Duberg's  life-long  interest  in 
nature,  wildlife,  gardening,  and  other 
outdoor  activities.  She  and  her  husband 
have  long  been  actively  involved  in  the 
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>■  {)resd^'ation  of  natural  areas,  and  Mr. 
,  Duberg  has  served  on  the  board  of 
governors  and  executive  committee  of 
the  Nature  Conservancy. 

Professor  Edwards  is  well  known  in 
the  field  of  ornithology.  His  publications 
include  Finding  Birds  in  Mexico,  Finding 
Birds  in  Panama,  A  Field  Guide  to  the 
Birds  of  Mexico,  and  A  Coded  List  of 
Birds  of  the  World.  He  has  participated 
in  the  International  Council  for  Bird 
Preservation  in  England;  an  ornitholo- 
gical safari  in  Kenya,  Tanzania,  and  south 
Africa;  and  a  course  in  tundra  ecology 
in  Alaska.  This  summer  he  will  offer  a 
course  in  ornithology  at  Sweet  Briar. 

Elizabeth  C.  Wentworth  has  been 
named  Charles  A.  Dana  Professor  of 
Philosophy  as  of  July  1,  1977. 

The  Dana  Professorship  program  was 
established  by  Mr.  Dana  and  the 
Directors  of  the  Dana  Foundation  in 
order  to  assist  certain  selected  colleges 
in  attracting  and  holding  full-time  faculty 
members  of  outstanding  ability,  who 
possess  high  scholarly  attributes. 

Other  faculty  members  who  are  Dana 
Professors  include  Maria  Embeita,  Dana 
Professor  of  Spanish;  Reuben  Miller, 
Dana  Professor  of  Economics;  and 
Richard  Rowland,  Dana  Professor  of 
English. 


There  are  several  foreign  students  at 
Sweet  Briar  who  need  assistance  during 
the  summer  vacation.  Under  visa 
restrictions,  they  may  not  take 
"employment' '  but  could  be  offered 
housing  and  meals  in  exchange  for  a 
job  as  a  parents'  helper.  If  you  would  be 
interested  in  helping  one  of  these 
students,  contact  Ann  Felch,  Office  of 
Student  Affairs,  Sweet  Briar,  Va.  24595 
(804)381-5529. 


ALUMNAE  PLEASE  NOTE! ! 

Sweet  Briar  alumnae  led  the  nation 
last  year  in  the  percentage  of  alumnae 
giving  to  their  alma  mater. 

During  the  fiscal  year  of  197 5- 1976, 
64%  of  all  alumnae  and  73%  of  all 
graduates  made  a  gift  to  the  College — 
a  national  record. 

Sweet  Briar  can  be  number  one  again. 
Please  put  your  check  in  the  mail  before 
June  30 — the  closing  date  of  the  1976- 
77  fiscal  year.  Every  gift  counts.  A 
very  special  thanks  to  all  who  have 
already  given! 

Mary  Lee  McGinnis  McClain  '  54 

National  Fund  Chairman 
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